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Abstract

Anxiety, Depression, Self-esteem, and Academic Achievement in
the Abused Children
Khawla Abed Al-Kareem Ahmad al-Bquer
Supervised by:
Professor Muwaffak al-Hamdani
Co- Supervised by:
Dr Tayseer Ahmad
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of child
abuse. on some psyéhological aspects (anxiety, depression, self-esteem),
the effects of child abuse on academic achievement was sought also.

The sample consisted of (180) children, (120) females and (60)
males, (10-15) years of age.

Three groups of children were tested:

a) abused children residing in shelters.

b)orphans residing in shelters.

c) non-abused children residing with their parents (control group).
Orphans were used to test the effects of residing away from the

parents,
An aftempt was made to match the three groups on the variables that
influence the dependent variables.

Four scales were used:

-Parental abuse scale: developed by al-Trawna.
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-The Arabic version of the state-trait anxiety inventory by
Spilberger.

. -The Arabic version of the child depression inventory by Kofacks.

-Self-concept scale for 7-16yeares old developed by al-Kelany.

| Results indicated that abused children were less anxious and less
depressed than orphans; their self-esteem and academic achieveme:t were
better too.

Abused children were more anxious and more depressed than the
control group. They scored less on self-esteem and academic
-achievement.

These results were consistant with the previous studies, which
indicated that child abuse correlates positively with anxiety and
depression, and negatively with self-esteem and academic achievement,

although the differences and correlation were not large.
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